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1.0 What are we asking you about?

We want to expand Gildersome Primary School from one form of entry to two forms of 
entry from September 2011.   This means that in 2011 the school would admit 60 pupils into 
reception, but not into the higher year groups. The school should fill to its maximum size of 
420 pupils over seven years as the larger year groups move through the school.  Each year 
group would then have two classes.

We are consulting you on the plans to expand the accommodation at the school to take 
these extra children. 

We are giving Gildersome Primary a refurbishment.  We would include those plans to expand 
accommodation from 210 to 420 pupils in the refurbishment project, and pay the increased 
costs from our capital education programme.  

If this proposal proceeds we will also consult on the change to the admissions limit, the 
total number of children the school expects to allow into reception, through the normal 
admissions consultation for 2011. More details of the admissions process can be found on the 
Education Leeds website at www.educationleeds.co.uk/admissions

2.0 Why are we asking you? 
The local authority has a legal duty to make sure that every child has a school place, and that 
children should not have an unreasonable journey to get there. 

Our pupil projections, shown in section 6 of this booklet, predict where places will be needed 
based on birth rates, and patterns of where children are born compared with where they 
attend school. They suggest there could be 145 reception places needed in the Gildersome/
Drighlington area by 2013. There are currently 120 reception places available each year.

The final decision will be made by Leeds City Council’s highest decision-making body, the 
Executive Board. We have to provide the board with all the information they need to make that 
decision. This includes making sure we have shared the proposals with everyone involved, and 
given them an opportunity to comment, so we need you to read this booklet or attend the 
public meeting and give us any comments you have on the proposal. 
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3.0 How was the proposal developed and what other options were considered?
The pupil projections for the Gildersome/Drighlington planning area are shown in section 
6 of this booklet. The figures show that we need to create an extra 29 reception places in 
Gildersome itself by 2011, on top of the 60 places which are available at the moment. 

We have looked at all the schools in the area, and considered which could be expanded. We 
are already refurbishing Gildersome Primary through the Primary Capital Programme. 

Making the decision to expand the school now would give us an opportunity to plan the extra 
rooms at the same time. 

When finding the right schools to expand, we had to balance:
• our legal duties, which include making sure there are enough places, that families are 

offered choice and diversity, and considering the expansion of popular and successful 
schools;

• the areas where the extra places are needed;
• how expanding one school might affect the other schools in the area, and
• the practical reasons why many schools can’t be expanded.

Outcomes of considerations of other options in the area
Birchfield Primary Schools. Although it is just as close as Gildersome Primary to the 
areas where we think the extra places will be needed, it would be more difficult to create the 
required extra space on this site. 

Drighlington Primary School. This is not in the area where we expect to see the 
biggest increase in demand.  The school could be expanded at a later date if the increase in 
population takes place in this area.  

4.0 How to comment on the proposals
This consultation runs from Monday 9 November to Friday 18 December 2009. If you want 
the council’s Executive Board to consider your views, we must receive your comments no 
later than 4pm on Friday 18 December 2009.

We are holding a public meeting on Monday 23 November 2009, 7pm, at Gildersome Primary 
School, where you will have the opportunity to debate the proposal and let us know your views.

Responses need to be in writing, or verbally at the meeting. We minute all public meetings and 
place the minutes on our website. It is important that, if you can, you give reasons for agreeing 
or disagreeing with the proposals so that as much information as possible is available to the 
Executive Board when making their decision. 

Written responses can be made:
• Using the form in this booklet, which includes details of where to send it.
• By letter, to school organisation team, 9th Floor West, Merrion House, Merrion Way, Leeds 

LS2 8DT.
• By email: educ.school.organisation@educationleeds.co.uk
Responses can be anonymous, but if you require an acknowledgement please include your 
name and address.

In addition further copies of this booklet and the response form are available on the 
Education Leeds website at: www.educationleeds.co.uk/schoolorganisation. It has also been 
widely distributed, including to local councillors, MPs, the Catholic and Church of England 
Dioceses, and trades unions. 
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5.0 What happens to your comments?
All your views will be summarised and presented to Leeds City Council’s Executive Board, 
which will decide whether to proceed with the proposal or to change it in any way. We 
expect the Board to make this decision at their meeting on Friday 12 February 2010

Your comments are treated equally, whether you put them in writing or say them at the 
public meetings.  

If the Executive Board decides to proceed a statutory notice confirming the details of, and 
inviting comments on, the final proposal is likely to be published after February 2010 half term 
in the Yorkshire Evening Post, and at: www.educationleeds.co.uk/schoolorganisation 

If you want to make sure the Executive Board considers your comments when making their 
final decision, you should make them again at this stage. This applies even if the comments are 
the same as you have contributed to this consultation. 

The Executive Board must make its decision within two months of the statutory notice 
period, so the final decision on this proposal is likely to be made at their meeting on 
Wednesday 19 May 2010.

If objections are received, the School Organisation Advisory Board will sit ahead of the 
Executive Board meeting to make its recommendation on the proposals. 

The School Organisation Advisory Body is made up of representatives from the area’s 
education community. It has been established by the council’s Executive Board to consider 
responses and make recommendations on the final decision regarding any proposals to 
change the size or organisation of schools.

6.0 Demographic data
There are currently three schools in the Gildersome/Drighlington planning area: Gildersome 
Primary School, Birchfield Primary School, Drighlington Primary School. The total pupil numbers 
and projections for the area are shown below. 

Data up to 2008/2009 is from the January school census, data for 2009/2010 onwards is 
projected pupil data, based on birth rates and previous pupil distribution patterns.



PAGE 6

Gildersome/Drighlington planning area

Gildersome Primary school

Drighlington Primary school

Birchfield Primary school
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PROPOSALS FOR EXPANSION OF GILDERSOME PRIMARY SCHOOL 
FOR SEPTEMBER 2011.

PUBLIC CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM

Please read the consultation booklet on the proposals and tell us what your views are. The questions on 
this form are provided to help you do so, but you do not have to respond to all of them. If you prefer not to 
use this form, you can also put your views in a letter. Letters and forms should be sent to the address at the 
bottom of this form. Extra copies of this booklet and response form are available at: www.educationleeds.co.uk/
schoolorganisation. You may also respond by e-mail to: educ.school.organisation@educationleeds.co.uk

Responses must be received by 4pm Friday 18 December 2009. All responses will be reported to a meeting of 
the Executive Board of Leeds City Council in February 2010. 

QUESTIONS RELATING TO THE PROPOSALS
1.   What are your views on the planned expansion of Gildersome Primary School? 
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2. Have you found this booklet useful?

3. Have you found the consultation process useful?

4. Do you have any other comments or views?

Your personal details (so that your response can be formally acknowledged):

Name:

Address:

e-mail address:

Which school are you associated with? ……………………………………………………………………

Parent/carer of present pupil(s)                     

Parent/carer of primary school child          

Other adult relative

Pupil

Governor

Member of staff

Local resident

Elected member

Community representative

Other

Data Protection Act 1998
Under the terms of the Data Protection Act 1998 we must inform you of the following. Education Leeds 
and Leeds City Council are seeking your views to help inform the decision on this proposal. Your personal 
information will be used only for this purpose, and may be shared with other agencies who are involved in 
the consultation, however only to address any issues you raise. If you do not wish to provide personal details 
your views will still be considered, but we will not be able to acknowledge your response personally.

Please send your reply to:
Chief Executive, Education Leeds, FAO: school organisation team
9th Floor West, Merrion House, 110 Merrion Centre, Leeds, LS2 8DT.
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0113 224 3311

0113 224 3311

0113 224 3311

0113 224 3311

0113 224 
3311

If you do not speak English and need help in understanding this document, please 
phone 0113 224 3311 and state the name of your language. We will then put you on 
hold while we contact an interpreter. We can assist with any language and there is no 
charge for interpretation.



Your chance to find out 
more and ask us questions.

Proposal to expand
Gildersome Primary School

Public meeting

Monday 23 November 2009, 7pm
Gildersome Primary School,
Town Street, Gildersome, 

Leeds. LS27 7AB.


